NEWSLETTER
January 2019

Issue

Happy New Year!
Happy New Year to all our families and the wider
community; I hope you all had an enjoyable and
relaxing holiday. We have had a very positive start
to the Spring Term.
Thank you to everyone who attended and
contributed to the collection at last month’s Christmas carol service at St. Peter Mancroft
Church, an amazing £601 was raised for The Brain Tumour Charity; thank you for your
generosity. Contributions from parents for transport and a generous donation of £400 from
St Edmunds Church meant that we were able to cover almost all the costs of the carol
service. Our Christmas jumper day on December 14th and collection box in the staffroom
raised £329.87 for Save the Children – thanks to everyone who contributed.
On Friday, we had our first celebration assembly of the new term and I had the pleasure
of handing out the first batch of our new certificates. These are linked to our school rules
(Ready, Respectful, Safe) and recognise those children who have gone ‘Over and
Above’ these through the work they have produced or their positive interactions with
others.
We will be looking to improve the experience for children at break and lunchtimes over
the next two terms. This includes the imminent purchase of some new, permanent play
equipment which will be funded by the amazing work of our PTFA. See below for more
details.
I hope you all found the interim reports helpful. This week and next we are holding our
regular learning reviews; these are now well-established and provide an excellent
opportunity for parents, children and teachers to discuss the reports, children’s progress
and achievements and to talk about areas for support and development over the next
few months. Follow-up learning reviews will take place in May.
As always, if there is anything that you are worried or concerned about, please don’t
hesitate to contact any of our staff team (including myself) for help/reassurance.
Kind regards,
Paul Henman

Acting Headteacher

1

Message from Chair of Governors
Welcome back and on behalf of the
governors, I would like to wish you all a
very happy New Year.
I hope that you did have chance to look
at the Annual Governance Statement in
the Governors section within Key
Information on the school website. One
of the three core strategic functions of
the Governing Board is ‘overseeing the
financial performance of the school and
making sure its money is well spent’.
This term that function becomes a
major part of our work.
By the end of March, we will have
completed the School’s Financial Value
Standards (SFVS) assessment. This is a
statutory requirement which asks for
evidence that the school has followed
the necessary financial and legal
procedures in spending the budget and
that there has been a clear connection
between expenditure and the school's
priorities. The school has successfully
met the SFVS assessment in previous
years, and I am confident we will do so
this year. I will let you know the
outcome in a future newsletter.
During February, the local authority will
confirm the 2019-2020 budget for the
school. This year our budget will reflect
the national funding formula which the
government is bringing in to ensure
that all local authority schools across
the country are funded in a similar way.
Academies are funded slightly
differently and on an academic year
rather than financial year (April –
March) basis. Over the past four years,
school budgets have been under severe
pressure and Taverham Junior’s has
been no exception, although with
careful planning we have been able to
ensure that our budget delivers the
school's priorities. Early indications are
that the new budget will be less than
the school has previously received, as a
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result of the changes to the funding
formula. We will be finishing the current
financial year in a healthy position,
which means that we should be able to
absorb any funding differences for
2019-2020. However, until we have
gone through the budget setting
process, it is not possible to predict
what future years beyond March 2020
will look like.
I can reassure you that the
arrangements which are in place to
cover Paul Stanley’s absence will
continue for the Spring Term. Clearly
we will need to respond to any
information about Paul Stanley’s
situation and to any additional changes
which this requires. Paul Henman and I
will keep you updated as necessary.
Chris Wilson-Town

Certificate of Appreciation
Taverham VC Junior School
generously support the Norwich Foodbank
As part of your Harvest Festival 2018, you
donated a total of over 140kg of food! As of
December 2018 your donations total over
912.1kg Based on the average weight of the
food boxes we supply, this would be enough
food to feed more than 121 local people, who
are in crisis, for 3 days.
Thank you for your support!
www.norwichfoodbank.co.uk email
admin@norwich.foodbank.org.uk tel 01603 251733 Gift
Aid No. XT22368 Reg. Ltd Co. No. 7051996 Reg Charity
No 1143528 Reg. in England & Wales Patrons The Right
Revd Graham James, Bishop of Norwich, Delia Smith and
Susan Hill CBE.

PTFA update

Fundraising Events

We are looking for new members to join the
PTFA. Several of our current committee have
children leaving for high school so there will
be both official roles and committee spaces
that need filling as well as occasional helpers.
Our meetings aren’t lengthy and usually
happen once every half term so it isn’t a
huge time commitment. If you think you can
help in any capacity or would like more
information, please email
PTFA@Taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk or
alternatively you are very welcome to just
come along to our next meeting being held
on Wednesday 27th February at 7.30pm in
the school staff room"

One of our pupil’s would like to hold some
fundraising events in support of her
cousin who has stage four high risk
neuroblastoma, a cancer that forms in the
nervous system.

Previously we raised funds for the new school
mini bus and currently we are working to fund
new outdoor play equipment.
The school have ordered a new fourteenpiece trim trail to replace the old broken one.
Although not exactly the same, it will be
similar to the one below:

He has been undergoing treatment for
the last year.
His family are now fundraising in the hope
of taking him to New York to take part in a
vaccine trial that could prevent the
cancer returning.
We will be holding the following events
with all proceeds going towards this very
important cause.

Cake Sale
Wednesday 30th January
after school

Non-School Uniform day
Friday 15th February
It will have prime position on the new grass
next to the new classrooms and work is due
to start in the February half term. The cost of
this is approximately £13,000. Thanks to
fundraising from last year and the first term of
this year, the PTFA have already given the
school £6000 towards this. We have
committed to giving the outstanding £7000 to
the school as soon as we have managed to
raise it. We thank you all for your continued
support with PTFA events and fundraisers and
hope that you can join us at future events the next one being our Quiz and Chips night
on Friday 8th February.

Our suggested voluntary donation
for non-school uniform day is £1, or
you can donate an amount of your
choosing. Please pay by going to
the shop section on school money
and select the amount you would
like to donate.
Thank you for your support.
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School Money Updates

Later this month, you will notice when you login, a
new option in the top right of the screen, where
you can change your password yourself.
For added security, when you decide to change
your password, you will receive an SMS or Email
notification to let you know this has happened. It
will not divulge the password in the message, it
will simply prompt you to login using the
password you have set yourself, and act as a
security prompt just in case this was unexpected.
Based on parent feedback, we are also changing
the link in the SMS message you receive when a
new item is ready to pay for, so that you will no
longer be taken to www.eduspot.co.uk,
but instead will be taken directly to the parent
login page, to avoid any confusion of where to go
to log in.
If parents have any queries please go to the
following webpage:
www.eduspot.co.uk/schoolmoney-changes/

Severe Weather
Arrangements
It is possible that we will have some snow
or severe weather before the end of this
half term or early next half term. Deciding
whether or not to close the school is always
a difficult decision and a number of factors
need to be considered, including whether
members of staff living a long way from
school are able to get into work, the safety
of the school site itself, or if the school
meals can be provided.
Advice from the Local Authority is that
schools should remain open wherever
possible and we will always aim to do this.
In the event of heavy snow, please listen to
local radio (Heart: 102.4 FM or Radio
Norfolk) to hear whether the school is
closed. Details of school closures are also
available on Norfolk’s schools website:
www.schools.norfolk.gov.uk.
Please avoid ringing the school if at all
possible-this blocks the phone lines and
means the office staff spend all their time
on the phone between 8 and 9 am. If the
school is open, parents should make every
effort to get their children to school.

COATS TO SCHOOL PLEASE
As the weather gets colder, can you please
ensure that your child wears a coat to school and
that the coat is clearly labelled with your child’s
name (along with all other items of clothing!) We
try and ensure the children are outside at breaks
and lunchtimes unless the weather is particularly
bad, so it’s important that all children have a coat
in school, even if they’re
brought to school by car.

Thank you for your
understanding and
cooperation.
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Job Vacancy

School Money.

3.

School money has had a makeover. Please
follow the step by step guide below to log in. If
you have any more problems please call the
school office.

1.

2.

PTFA request for raffle prizes
Happy new year to you all!
We are looking forward to our Quiz & Chips
evening on 8th February.
The PTFA will be running a raffle at the event
and would like to put together a few hampers
as prizes.
If you have any bottles, cosmetic or
confectionery items that you would be happy to
donate, we would be very grateful to receive
them. We are also looking for large baskets and
presentation boxes to use for this purpose.
Please send any donations in to the school
office.

Thanking you in advance!
The PTFA team

5

Follow Us on Twitter!

@thaverhamjunior
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
January
Thurs 24th
Thurs 24th
Thurs 24th
Friday 25th
Mon 28th
Tues 29th
Wed 30th
February
Fri 8th
Mon 11th
Fri 15th
Fri 15th
Mon 25th
March
w/b Mon 4th
Thurs 7th
Tues 12th
Fri 15th
Weds 27th - Fri 29th
April
Wed 3rd
Fri 5th
Tues 23rd
May
Weds 8th
w/b Mon 13th
Thurs 16th
Thurs 23rd
Fri 24th
June
Mon 3rd
6

Learning reviews (4-8pm)
Deadline for Bags to School to be returned
Life in Ancient Egypt Day – Year 3
Life in Ancient Egypt Day – Year 3
5H & 5P to visit Norwich Cathedral
5C & 5L to visit Norwich Cathedral
Cake sale after school to raise funds for ‘Solving Kids
Cancer’
PTFA Quiz and Chips
Year 6 Caythorpe and SAT’s meeting (6pm)
Non-school uniform day to raise funds for ‘Solving Kids
Cancer’
Last day of half-term
New half-term starts for staff and children
Book week
World Book Day
Cake Concert
Comic Relief
Yr 6 Caythorpe Residential Trip
PTFA Easter Disco
End of Spring Term for children
Summer Term starts for staff and children
Learning reviews (3-6:30pm)
SATs week
Learning reviews and Yr 6 open evening (4-8pm)
PTFA BBQ (4:30-7:30pm)
End of half-term
Start of half-term for staff and children

Thurs 6th
Weds 12th
Thurs 13th
Fri 21st
Tues 25th
Weds 26th
Thurs 27th
Fri 28th
July
Fri 5th
Mon 15th
Tues 16th
Weds 17th
Mon 22nd
Tues 23rd
Weds 24th

Year 4 visit to Norwich Castle
Summer concert (6pm)
Summer concert (9:15am)
Music showcase to Yr 2/Yr 3 children (new time of
10:30am)
Yr 2/Yr 3 multi-sports event
New Yr 3 parents meeting (6-8pm)
Yr 3/Yr 4 sports day
Yr 5/Yr 6 sports day
Transfer Day (provisional date)
End of year reports sent out to parents
Yr 6 show (1:30pm)
Yr 6 show (6pm)
Yr 6 awards assembly (9am)
PTFA disco and leavers’ BBQ
Leavers’ breakfast
Leavers’ service
End of Summer Term

TERM DATES 2018-2019
2018 / 2019
Autumn Term 1
Autumn Term 2
Spring Term 1
Spring Term 2
Summer Term 1
Summer Term 2
INSET DAYS
MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

First day of term
Thursday 6th September
Monday 29th October
Thursday 3th January
Monday 25th February
Tuesday 23rd April
Monday 3rd June

Last day of term
Thursday 18th October
Tuesday 18th December
Friday 15th February
Friday 5th April
Friday 24th May
Wednesday 24th July

4th and 5th September 2018
18th October 2018
Monday 6th May 2018

IMPORTANT NOTE: Dates for Staff Training Days may need to be altered.
Notice will be given if this proves to be necessary.
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Taverham Junior School – Year 4 Playground
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