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A warm welcome back to all our families 

following the summer holidays and, in 

particular, to parents and carers of children 

who are new to our school. These 

newsletters will be sent home on at least a 

monthly basis and I hope you find them 

useful in keeping you informed regarding 

everything that is happening in school. 

 

The new school year has got off to a very 

positive start and all the staff are very 

impressed with how the children have settled in to their new classes and 

responded to the Covid-19 measures we have put in place. Our new Year 3 

children have done particularly well so far and have settled in to life at TJS without 

too many issues at all – well done to all of them. Thank you to all of you for your 

support of our Coronavirus procedures, particularly at the beginning and the end 

of the school day.  

 

Due to the current situation we are having to find alternative ways to do things at 

TJS. Whole-school assemblies are up and running via Zoom with all children able to 

watch from their own classroom! Furthermore, we have made changes to our 

arrangements for homework, reading records, open evenings and Year 3 parent 

meetings. Please see below for more information. 

 

As always, there has been a lot of work completed to our building over the 

summer holiday. Lots of areas of the school have been decorated by Mr Hall and 

three of the Year Five classrooms have new carpets. We have also replaced the 

flooring in ‘Tate Taverham’ toilets. 

 

Our parent’s calendar, available on our school website, is regularly updated and is 

the best place for you to go for up-to-date information about what’s happening in 

school. We will also send you emails and text messages to keep you informed; you 

can also follow us on Twitter at @TaverhamJunior. I believe that we do a good job 

of communicating with our community but please ask if there’s anything at all that 

you’re not sure about. Please see term dates at the end of the newsletter. 

 

As a staff team, we want to be as approachable as possible to children and 

parents. If you have any questions, comments or concerns please contact the 

office to make an appointment with me or another member of staff, or speak to 

your child’s class teacher after school. Due to our ‘soft start’ in the mornings, it is 

not possible to speak to teachers before school; however Mrs Wilson and I are 

always outside in the mornings to answer any queries or pass on messages. As I am 

sure, you appreciate, it is not possible for us to facilitate face-to-face meetings 

within school at the current time. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Paul Henman 

Headteacher 
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Message from Chair of Governors 

 
On behalf of the governors, welcome back! It’s certainly a very 

different start to the new academic year than usual but perhaps better 

than we might have expected. Attendance for the first week is over 

98%, which is fantastic; so thank you to all of you for having the 

confidence and trust in the school to return. We will do our utmost to 

ensure that children are not only safe and well looked after, but also 

have the greatest access to the full and varied curriculum that 

Taverham Junior offers. ‘Learning for a Fuller Life’ is our vision and we 

intend to deliver on that, Covid-19 allowing. Please bear in mind that 

we will need to follow the guidance from the Government and the Local 

Authority, which may well change over the coming weeks and months. 

 

A special welcome to Year Three, children and parents. I really hope 

you will enjoy your time at the school. I’m also pleased to welcome the 

following new members of staff - Miss Charlotte Griffiths (Year 3), Mr 

Jack Whitham (Year 5), Miss Holly Alexander (Year 3), Miss Catriona 

Steward (Year 4) and Miss Jo Boyd (Year 6). In addition, Mrs Tracey 

Penton has returned to the school as a teacher rather than a teaching 

assistant.  

 

Those of you who read July’s newsletter will know that we have two 

parent governor vacancies of our governing board. I know that there 

were a couple of parents interested in becoming a governor back in 

March but the lockdown and subsequent events prevented us from 

moving forward on that. Given the time that has passed, it is only fair 

to ‘re-advertise’ the two parent governor vacancies in this newsletter 

(previous applications will still be valid).  If you are interested in 

becoming a governor at the school, please contact Paul Henman for a 

nomination form and further details. The nomination and associated 

forms should be returned to the school office by Friday 25th 

September. We have our first governors’ meeting on Monday 28th and 

will be able to consider them then. If there are more than two 

nomination forms received, it will be necessary to organise an election 

and clearly we will want to plan that carefully. 

 

Whilst our governing board has a variety of skills and backgrounds, 

and we have access to a range of training opportunities specifically for 

governors, knowledge of auditing, health and safety and the internet / 

social media would be areas which would be helpful to us.  However 

fundamentally becoming a governor is about being interested in the 

school, supporting our vision and ethos, and wanting to help make a 

difference to children in our community.  Vicky Myers, Matt Lambert, 

and Micky Holmes are parents who are governors and I’m sure would 

be happy to ‘socially distant’ talk about being a governor. Likewise Rev 

Paul Seabrook. Alternatively, Paul Henman can explain what it involves 

and I can be contacted via the school office. 

 

Chris Wilson-Town 

Chair of Governors 
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Google Classroom & Homework 

 

Teachers are busy setting 

up Google Classroom 

accounts for all our 

children linked to their new 

class. These will all be up 

and running by Friday 18th 

September at the latest. Learning links/homework will 

be sent out to the children via Google Classroom 

with the first tasks also assigned by 18th September. 

Children may be given a homework book to 

complete their work in but this should stay at home. 

We would like our children to submit their homework 

(when appropriate) by adding work to Google 

Classroom for their teachers to see. This can be done 

by completing their work electronically and 

uploading the document or by doing handwritten 

work in their book and uploading a photograph. 

Teachers can show children how to do this. 
 

Online Reading Records 
 

Each class are setting up online reading records via 
Google Forms. You will be sent a link from your 
child’s teacher to access the form with instructions 
on how this should be done. Please continue to read 
with your children at least five times a week and 
record these using the online forms. Being a 
confident reader enables children to access learning 

across the whole curriculum and I can’t overstate how important regular 
practice is. Thanks for your support with this. 
 

Nut-free School-Reminder 
 
Because we have a number of children with severe 
(i.e. potentially life-threatening) nut allergies, we 
are a nut-free school, and have been for a number 
of years. Please ensure that your children do not 
come to school with any nuts or products 
containing nuts (e.g. ‘Nutella’ or other 
chocolate/hazelnut spreads).  
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
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Year 4, 5 and 6 Open Evenings 

For obvious reasons, these can’t happen in the way we usually 
do them. In place of these, all families of children in Year 4, 5 
and 6 will be emailed a presentation sharing important 
information relevant to each year group. These will be with you 
by Friday 25th September.  
 
 

Year 3 Parent-Teacher Meetings 
 

We still plan to give all our Year 3 parents the opportunity to talk to 

their child’s teacher about how they are settling in to our school 

but, for obvious reasons, these can’t happen in person. Instead, we 

will be asking parents to book a time-slot to receive a telephone 

call from their child’s teacher. A letter will be sent out next week to 

give you more information about this. 

School Priorities for 2020-21 

Every year we create a simple set of bullet points to summarise our main 
focuses for continuing school improvement and development over the 
next academic year and share these with parents. Taverham VC CE Junior 
School’s priorities for 2020-21 are as follows: 
 

 Ensure the successful reintegration of all children and adults back 
to school in September 2020 

 Children to be given the opportunity to plug gaps in knowledge 
and skills due to enforced absence from school 

 Ensure targeted and effective intervention is in place for SEN 
children 

 Improve standards and progress in reading through embedding a 
narrow skills-based approach to learning 

 Continue the review of our curriculum offer to ensure breadth and 
clear progression of skills 

 Christian ethos, vision and values of our school are maintained 
and school is adequately prepared to upcoming SIAMS inspection 

 Improve standards and progress in writing through embedding 
changes to make writing genres more age appropriate 

 Ensure the consistent application of our teaching methodology 
and calculation policy to improve standards and progress in maths 
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School Dinners  

 

Children can order their school lunch each 

morning with their class teacher. We are 

running a limited menu at the moment and 

this can be found on our school website.  

If your child would like to have a school 

lunch, then please make payment via ‘School 

Money’. The Dinner payment is set to 

£11.50 for a week of lunches but you can change this to the amount of 

your choosing. The cost of an individual lunch is £2.30. 

 

Charity of the year 
 
Each year, we choose one or two 
charities to be the focus of our 
fundraising efforts throughout the year. 

This year we raised £ 79 for 
The Brain Tumour Charity 
We will let you know when we decide 
on our charities for 2020-21.  
 

School Shop 
 
The school shop will not be open until further notice due 

to the current situation. For the time being, we will just 

provide children with additional equipment when 

necessary. Please encourage your children to look after the 

equipment that has been given to them. 
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Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future 

newsletters and the school website 
 

TERM DATES 2020-2021 
 

 
TERM DATES 2021-2022 

 
 

 

 

2020/2021 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Monday 7th September Wednesday 21st October 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 2nd November Friday 18th December 

Spring Term 1 Monday 4th  January Friday 12th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 22nd February Friday 26th March 

Summer Term 1 Monday 12th April Friday 28th  May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 7th June Wednesday 21st  July 

   

INSET DAYS September 3rd & 4th 2020  

 Others TBA  

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 3rd   May 2021  

2021/22 First day of term Last day of term 

Autumn Term 1 Monday 6th September Friday 22nd September 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 1st November Friday 17th December 

Spring Term 1 Wednesday 5th January Friday 11th February 

Spring Term 2 Monday 21st February Friday 1st April 

Summer Term 1 Wednesday 20th April Friday 27th May 

Summer Term 2 Monday 6th June Friday 22nd July 

   

INSET DAYS TBC  

   

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY Monday 2nd May  
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Follow Us on Twitter! 

@taverhamjunior  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk 
 

Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01603 867740 
 
 

 

mailto:office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.taverhamjunior.co.uk/
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