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A belated welcome back to all our children and families
following the October half-term break; as is invariably the
case, our pupils have returned to school with enthusiasm for
learning.
As mentioned previously, we are having to cancel or amend
events due to the current situation with the Coronavirus
pandemic – this will be particularly noticeable this half-term
during the build up to Christmas. However, we will be doing
our best to ensure that the children still have an interesting
and enjoyable experience at school. Please see the ‘dates’
section below to see what will be happening for the
remainder of this half term.
Thank you to all families who contributed to our non-school
uniform fundraising day for Children in Need. As a school we
raised a total of £342.65 for this important charity.
Despite the obvious challenges at the moment, we are
continuing to do our best to improve our provision for children
and families in our community. With this in mind, we are
revamping many of the reading books on offer in our library,
particularly those that are designed for our younger children.
Further information will be shared in due course.
As always, please make sure you talk to us if you have any
questions or concerns about anything – we’re always happy
to listen and help where we can.

Best wishes,
Paul Henman
Headteacher
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Message from Chair of Governors
Just before half term, a small number of staff and governors joined Sue
Stanley and her son Fred to formally name the new classroom block, The
Stanley Building, and plant an oak tree in memory of Paul Stanley.
Whilst the plaques eloquently remember Paul’s outstanding leadership, it
is the building, the oak tree and its location that symbolise the impact he
had. From the outset of becoming headteacher in September 2009, Paul
made it very clear that replacing the mobiles would be a key priority.
Despite many trials and tribulations, especially regarding funding, the
new classroom block opened in June 2018. By September 2018, Paul was
seriously ill.
We are immensely grateful to Sue and the family for convincing Paul that
naming the building after him was a fitting tribute. Paul was also a
committed environmentalist and the family felt it was appropriate to
plant an oak tree in the school grounds. Paul firmly believed that learning
should be fun and that outdoor activities made massive difference to
children’s health and well-being. So where better to plant the tree than in
the middle of the Trim Trail which he had initiated and had been
generously funded by the PTFA?
Paul saw TJS as a special place and Sue said he felt privileged to be part
of it and able to make a positive impact on so many families and young
lives. It has been our privilege to have had Paul Stanley as Headteacher.
Governing Board update
I am delighted to welcome Sam Hollis and Saqlain Ali to the school’s
governing board. Sam and Saqlain were successful in the election for the
two parent governors. I must thank Dean Thraves for his nomination. We
were really fortunate to have three strong nominations and our clerk was
impressed by the ‘turnout’. Paul Henman and I counted the electronic
votes and I can confirm that there was absolutely no question of any
untoward practice!
Sam has joined the Children, Curriculum and Standards (CCS)
committee, which is chaired by Vicky Myers, and will take a lead in links
with the School council, Eco council and other ‘pupil bodies’. Saqlain has
joined Personnel, Premises and Finance (PPF) committee, which is
chaired by Mickey Holmes, vice chair of governors. Saqlain will take a
lead in Health and Safety, and science.
I am also delighted to welcome back Josie Rayner-Wells who has been reappointed as Foundation Governor by the Parochial Church Council. As a
Church of England school, our Foundation Governors, Rev. Paul
Seabrook is the other, have a key role in ensuring that the school
continues to preserve and develop its Christian distinctiveness in
partnership with the Church at parish and diocesan level.
As well as those mentioned above, other governors are; Claudette
Bannock, Paul Henman, Matt Lambert, Ellie Potter (staff governor) and
myself. We continue to be very ably supported and advised by Fiona
Johnston, our clerk, and by Mary Wilson and Helen Wells from the
school. The governor page on the school’s website is being updated to
reflect these arrivals and changes.
Chris Wilson-Town
Chair of governors
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The Stanley Building
Just before half-term, on the 20th October our ‘new
building’ on the St Edmunds Road side of our site was
officially opened as ‘The Stanley Building’ in memory of our
fantastic former headteacher Paul Stanley. Members of
staff and governors were joined by Paul’s wife Sue and one
of their children, Fred. Alongside the opening of the
building, an oak tree was also planted in Paul’s memory.
The building and the tree will provide a lasting reminder to
everyone about the brilliant work Paul did at our school
over a number of years. Photographs of the building and
tree plaques are below:

Collective Worship Value
As a Church of England school we
have daily collective worship
throughout the school. This
happens as part of whole school,
year group and class assemblies.
Each half term we look at a
different value for this worship; the
focus for this half term is
Compassion. Perhaps you would
like to talk to your children about
their thoughts about ‘compassion and ask them what has been
discussed in school.
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Children’s prayers
Pupils from different classes across the school write their own prayers and reflections
linked to our current Collective Worship value. So far this half-term, prayers from 6P and
5SJ have been used in our whole-school assemblies. We are always impressed by how
thoughtful our children are in what they include. Here are a few examples:
Dear God. Please help me notice those people that are hurt, sad or having a rough time.
Thank you for helping people to help others during rough times. Amen
Dear God. Thank you for our compassion and loving during difficult times. Thank you for
the love and affection we are given. Amen
Dear God, please help us to show compassion and treat others as we would wish to be
treated. Thank you for assisting us to show love, care and respect towards others. Amen
All of the children’s prayers are displayed on our ‘Prayer Wave’ which is situated near
reception:

Christmas Cards
Due to the current situation children
are unable to swap Christmas cards in
school this year.
Thank you for your understanding

5

Sickness bugs
Please can we remind all
families that children who have
been ill with vomiting or
diarrhea need to remain off
school for a full 48-hour period
from their last ‘episode’. This is
vital to prevent the spreading
of viruses in school.
Thank you.

Social Media
During lessons in school on internet
safety, it has come to our attention that
an increasing number of our children
are using social media apps such as
Facebook, Instagram and ‘Tik Tok’. It is
important for parents to know that the
legal minimum age for these apps is 13.
Whilst we can’t control what is
happening outside of school, we are
concerned that children are using
these apps without parent’s
knowledge or adequate supervision. With this in mind, we thought
you might find this website useful for advice on keeping your child
safe on-line.
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

Parking
We have been contacted by a local resident who
lives on Roedich Drive regarding inconsiderate
parking particularly near the junction with St
Edmunds Rise. Please can we remind all families
to be aware of local residents, pedestrians and
other road users when choosing where and how
to park your car.
Could we also remind you that the car park at the front of the school is
for staff and disabled use only.
Thank you
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Support for families
We have been in contact with our local church
and community groups regarding support for
families, particularly over the winter/Christmas
period. Both the church and other organisations
are able to support families who are
experiencing hardship at the moment. Food
parcels and other support can be provided
where it is needed most. If you, or people you know, are experiencing
difficult times at the moment and are in need of help, we would urge you
to come forward. This can be done by contacting the school directly or by
getting in touch with Rev. Seabrook at St Edmunds Church. Any
communication received by the school or the church will be handled with
sensitivity and complete confidentiality. Thank you.

Support for families from Norfolk County Council
Support over the Christmas holiday for pupils
eligible for free school meals
Norfolk County Council is working with food
voucher company, Edenred, to provide
support over the Christmas holiday for all
families with children eligible for free school meals. If you think you might be
eligible for Free School Meals but haven’t yet applied, please
visit https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-mealsand-milk to find out more. Being approved for Free School Meals will
automatically trigger this additional support over the Christmas holiday.

Families in hardship and needing wider support
There is also support available for families who are facing hardship and need
support now. Access to support for those in need is available
at www.norfolk.gov.uk/coronavirus or by calling 0344 800 8020. Anyone
experiencing hardship can also receive support through the Norfolk Assistance
Scheme, which already provides support for food, fuel, clothes and other
essential household items to families experiencing hardship. The easiest way to
get in touch is to visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/NAS or if families cannot access the
internet, they can call 01603 223392 (option 5). If the line is busy, they can leave
a message and the team will call them back.
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Did you know you can raise free donations for Taverham Junior School, every
time you shop online? Please sign up now. It takes 2 minutes & 4,300+ shops
will donate to us for free every time you shop with them using
#easyfundraising!
Visit: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/taverhamjs/payments/64/

Thanks to our supporters!
£25.30
Has been paid to the PTFA
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Taverham Junior School PTFA
Hot chocolate treats
Reindeer cones
Each adorable cone contains enough
Cadburys hot chocolate for two. Plus,
Chocolate chips, mini marshmallows
and a peppermint candy cane stirrer.

Snowman soup
Each pack contains a Cadburys hot
chocolate sachet, a packet of mini
Cadbury buttons, marshmallows and
a peppermint candy cane stirrer.

These will be available to pre order on school money in the shop
section between 30/11/20 and 11/12/20 at £1.25 each.

They will be made to order, quarantined for 72hours and
then distributed to the children to bring them home during
week commencing 14th December 2020
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Taverham Junior School PTFA
Presents
SANTA PAWS!
Christmas is just around the corner and to help us feel
Christmassy, we would like to see photos of your Christmassy
pets for our Santa Paws Competition!

It could be a dog or a cat, in a Santa hat!
Do you have a horse or a frog, eating a Yule log?
Or maybe you actually have a partridge living in a pear tree!
Whatever pet you care for, we want to see!

Email photos to ptfa@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk and pay
£1 entry fee on school money and your pet will be in with a
chance of winning a ‘Pets at Home’ voucher and you to win a
Christmas gift!
Competition runs from 30th November 2020 – 11th December
2020
Please see T&C on email previously sent out.
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Dates for Your Diary
December
W/B Monday 7th
Monday 7th PM
Monday 7th
Tuesday 8th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th
Monday 14th
Wednesday 16th
Wednesday 16th
Friday 18th
Friday 18th
January
Monday 4th
Monday 18th
February
Friday 12th
Monday 22nd
March
W/B Monday 1st
Thursday 4th
Friday 19th
Friday 26th
April
Monday 12th
May
Monday 3rd
Friday 28th
June
Monday 7th
July
Wednesday 21st

Class Decoration Week – Each class to make and put up decorations
Christmas Assembly with Rev. Seabrook
Year 3 Christmas Lunches
Year 4 Christmas Lunches
Year 5 Christmas Lunches
Year 6 Christmas Lunches
Whole-School Christmas Quiz/Bingo Via Zoom
Online Virtual Pantomime - Rapunzel
Christmas Jumper Day – Save the Children
Final Assembly of the year(announcement of Christmas drawing
competition winners)
Last day of Autumn term
First day of Spring term for Staff and Children
Reports to parents
Last day of half term
New half term starts for Staff and Children
Book Week
World Book Day
Red Nose Day – Comic Relief
Last day of term
First day of Summer term for Staff and Children
May Day Bank Holiday
Last Day of half term
Start of 2nd half of Summer term
Last day of Summer term
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Dates/Times are subject to change. Please check future newsletters and
the school website
TERM DATES 2020-2021
2020/2021

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 7th September

Wednesday 21st October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 2nd November

Friday 18th December

Spring Term 1

Monday 4th January

Friday 12th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 22nd February

Friday 26th March

Summer Term 1

Monday 12th April

Friday 28th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 7th June

Wednesday 21st July

INSET DAYS

September 3rd & 4th 2020
Others TBA

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

Monday 3rd May 2021

TERM DATES 2021-2022
2021/22

First day of term

Last day of term

Autumn Term 1

Monday 6th September

Friday 22nd October

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1st November

Friday 17th December

Spring Term 1

Wednesday 5th January

Friday 11th February

Spring Term 2

Monday 21st February

Friday 1st April

Summer Term 1

Wednesday 20th April

Friday 27th May

Summer Term 2

Monday 6th June

Friday 22nd July

INSET DAYS

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

TBC

Monday 2nd May
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Follow Us on Twitter!
@taverhamjunior

Email: office@taverhamjunior.norfolk.sch.uk
Website: www.taverhamjunior.co.uk
Tel: 01603 867740

